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1. What is the problem for which we seek an answer?

2. Who and where are those whoôve never heard?

3. How do we know anything about God?

4. How have some people answered this problem?

5. What are possible solutions acceptable for Christians?
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The problem:
Since the Bible says that salvation 

comes only through faith in Jesus Christ, 
what happens to those who die
whoôve never heard gospel?

John 14:6 ESV
Jesus said to him, 

ñI am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.ò

Acts 4:12 ESV

ñAnd there is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men 

by which we must be saved.ò 
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Do they go to hell?

If so, is God Unjust?

If not, why did Christ die?

What About Those Whoõve 
NEVER HEARD?



What About Those Whoôve 
NEVER HEARD this Gospel ?
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Countries vs Nations

3

Nigeria ςone country Nigeria ς544 nations
ά¢ŀ ŜǘƘƴŜέ Ґ people groups

Matt 28:19-20
Source: joshuaproject.net, 9-2-19

άGo é and make disciples of all nations ó 
Matt 28:18-20 
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άGo é and make disciples of all nations ó 

Matt 28:18-20 

Source: joshuaproject.net, 9-2-19
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άGo é and make disciples of all nations ó 

Matt 28:18-20 

About 17,000 people groups  

7,000 unreached=<2% evangelical
Joshuaproject.net, 9 -2-19

U.S.
488 people groups

82 unreached people groups

Source: joshuaproject.net, 9-2-19







Old
Testament 

before Christ



How do we know 
ANYTHING 
about God?



Godôs self-disclosure to mankind:
HE MAKES THE FIRST MOVE!

SPECIAL Revelation 

Prophets/Apostles -Bible, 
Jesusô Incarnation

Long ago, at many times andin many ways, 

God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
2but in these last days

he has spoken to us byhis Son. . .

Hebrews 1:1-2 ESV

GENERAL Revelation

Creation
Conscience

For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived,  ever since 
the creation of the world, in the 

things that have been made. 

Romans 1:20 ESV



General Revelation:

Creation

Godôs Self-disclosure 

* through creation: things in the world 

* of His existence 

* and attributes: 
eternal power
divine nature

* which man clearly perceives & rejects 

* with consequence of judgment

,

For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the 

creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are

without excuse.

Romans 1:20 ESV



General Revelation:

Creation

Godôs self-disclosure is

*evident in the universeôs design

*which shows Godôs magnificence

*continuously,

*at all times

*in all places 

*to all people

The heavens declare the glory of  God,  
and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork. Day to day pours out 

speech, and night to night reveals 
knowledge. There is no speech, 

nor are there words,  whose voice 
is not heard. Their voice goes out 
through all the earth,  and their 
words to the end of the world.

Psalm 19:1 -4 ESV



General Revelation:
Conscience

For when Gentiles, who do not have 
the law, by nature do what the law 

requires, they are a law to 
th emselves, even though they do not 

have the law. They show that the 
work of t he law i s written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also 
bears wit ness, and their conflicting 

thoughts accuse 
or even excuse them.

Romans 2: 14 -15 ESV

Godôs self-disclosure

* in the intrinsic nature of all humans

* as awareness of right/wrong, good/evil

* which manifests as a sense of guilt



REVELATION

SPECIAL Revelation 
*Means: Faith

*Mediated -Prophets/Apostles=Bible, Jesus

*Content: 
Atonement, identity of Messiah,
Trinity, gospel

*Scope:
Exceeds human reason
Given TO some people at certain times
Message FOR all people

*Kind of response: trust IN Jesus

GENERAL Revelation

*Means: Reason

*Direct-Creation and Conscience

*Content: 
Godüs existence, eternal power,  
intelligence, righteousness, holiness

*Scope:
Accessible to human reason
Given TO all people at all times
No excuse! Places people under          

judgment

*Kind of response: belief THAT God exists



Views on the Nature 
Saving Faith for Salvation

Pluralis m
Inclusiv ism/Implicit Faith
Exclusiv ism/Explicit Faith



Pluralism

Many or all views are 

òValidó or ά¢w¦9έ



Religious Pluralism
*Different religions are just the 

different paths to the same God as 

each person defines God or 

Ultimate.

*Every religion provides a genuine 

encounter with the Ultimate.

*All ways are equally legitimate 

roads to òsalvation.ó

*A loving God would give 

salvation to all.



John Hickôs Holocryptic Hibber- Gibber
(ñUndecipherable Gibberishò)

1. Ultimate subjective, so Ultimate 

can change to different Ultimate

2. If Ultimate is whatever I make it,

then ultimately I am Ultimate.

3. Ultimate is just inside my head, not out there.

4. How can I be enlightened or saved by something

which cannot be distinguished from anything else? 

5. To believe something sincerely does not make the

belief true.

6. I cannot move toward God-centeredness if God is

undefined.

What is the 
Ultimate?

What is 
salvation?

Cannot 
attribute 
good or 

evil 
Cannot 

attribute 
purpose or 

non
purposive

Terms: 
salvation 

submission  
enlightenment

Conceived in 
different  
terms in 
different 
religions

Transformed 
from self-

centeredness 
to God-

centeredness

Cannot 
attribute 

personal or 
non

personal

PLURALISM FAILS


